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Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church Stevensville, MI 

November 24, 2021 7:00 P.M. 

 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 
 

As We Gather 
God has promised to be present in the worship of the congregation.  Thus the 

congregation conducts its worship according to God’s order.  But Jesus Christ himself 

has offered the perfect worship by perfecting every prescribed sacrifice in his own 

voluntary and sinless sacrifice.  Christ brought in himself the sacrifice of God for us and 

our sacrifice for God.  For us there remains only the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving 

in prayers, hymns, and in a life lived according to God’s commands (Psalms 15 and 

50).  So our entire life becomes worship, the offering of thanksgiving.  God wants to 

acknowledge such thanksgiving and to show his salvation to the grateful (Psalm 50 and 

23).  To become thankful to God for the sake of Christ and to praise him in the 

congregation with heart, mouth, and hands, is what the Psalms wish to teach us. (Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer, Psalms: The Prayer Book of the Bible, 41-42) 
 

 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” .................................................. Hymn 892 
 

 

 

  

 
 

Text (sts. 1–4) and Music: Public domain 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 



2 

 

 
 Vespers 

 

 

Stand 

 

 

Versicles (Common) 
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Sit 

 

Reading from The Book of Concord 

(An Explanation of What We Teach as Lutherans.) 

The Augsburg Confession,  

Article XVI, Civil Government 1,2,6,7 
 

Our churches teach that lawful civil regulations are good works of God.  They teach 

that it is right for Christians to hold political office, to serve as judges, to judge matters 

by imperial laws and other existing laws, to impose just punishments, to engage in just 

wars, to serve as soldiers, to make legal contracts, to hold property, to take oaths when 

required by the magistrates, for a man to marry a wife, or a woman to be given in 

marriage [Romans 13; 1 Corinthians 7:2]. 

…Therefore, it is necessary for Christians to be obedient to their rulers and laws. The 

only exception is when they are commanded to sin. Then they ought to obey God rather 

than men (Acts 5:29). 
 

 

Old Testament Deuteronomy 8:1-10 
 

1“The whole commandment that I command you today you shall be careful to do, 

that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that the LORD swore to 

give to your fathers. 2And you shall remember the whole way that the LORD your God 

has led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to 

know what was in your heart, whether you would keep his commandments or not. 3And 

he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, 

nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know that man does not live by bread 

alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. 4Your 

clothing did not wear out on you and your foot did not swell these forty years. 5Know 

then in your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the LORD your God disciplines you. 
6So you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God by walking in his ways and 

by fearing him. 7For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of 

brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and hills, 8a land of 

wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and 

honey, 9a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack 

nothing, a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper. 10And 

you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the LORD your God for the good land he has 

given you. 

 

P  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle  Philippians 4:6-20 
 

6Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

      8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever 

is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there 

is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9What you have learned and 

received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be 

with you. 

      10I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for 

me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11Not that I am 

speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12I 

know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, 

I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13I can do all 

things through him who strengthens me. 

       
14Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 15And you Philippians yourselves know that 

in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership 

with me in giving and receiving, except you only. 16Even in Thessalonica you sent me 

help for my needs once and again.  
17Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit. 18I have 

received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus 

the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 19And 

my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 
20To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

P  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Stand 

 
Holy Gospel Luke 17:11-19 
 
11On the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 12And 

as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 13and lifted up 
their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 14When he saw them he said to 

them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. 
15Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a 

loud voice; 16and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a 

Samaritan.  
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17Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 18 Was no one 

found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19And he said to him, “Rise 

and go your way; your faith has made you well.” 

 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Responsory (Common) 
 
  

  

  

  

  

  
 

 

 
 
 
 

Sit 
 

Hymn of Thanksgiving   
 
 

“For the Fruits of His Creation” ............................................................ Hymn 894 
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Text (sts. 1–3): © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, number 100010787. 

Music: Public domain 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

 

Sermon 
“Why Give Thanks?” 

Philippians 4:6-20 
Stand 

 
The Creed .............................. The First Article and Explanation from Luther’s Small Catechism 
 

C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

What does this mean? 
 

 I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me 

my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all 

my senses, and still takes care of them. 
 

 He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, 

wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily 

provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. 
 

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all 

evil. 

All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without 

any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and 

praise, serve and obey Him. 

This is most certainly true. 
 

 

Sit 

 

Gathering of Our Tithes and Sacrificial Offerings  

There will be no passing of the offering plates. 

Please place your offering in the plates in the narthex. 

(We request all who are present to sign the attendance book that is at the end of your row. 

Please pass this on to the person next to you.) 
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Offertory 
 
 

“Now Thank We All Our God” ...................................................................... Hymn 895 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Text (sts. 1–3) and Music: Public domain 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
 

Stand 
 

 

Kyrie 
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Lord's Prayer 

 

 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day 
P Let us pray.  

 Heavenly Father, God of all grace, govern our hearts that we may never forget Your 

blessings but steadfastly thank and praise You for all Your goodness in this life until, 

with all Your saints, we praise You eternally in Your heavenly kingdom; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 
 
Benedicamus 
  

  
 

 

 
 

 

Benediction 
P The grace of our Lord  T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Amen. 
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 “We Praise You, O God”................................................................................ Hymn 785 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text (sts. 1–3) and Music: Public domain 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

 
 

+ Silent Prayer + 

 
All scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway 
Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Reading from the book of Concord is from Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions-A Readers Edition of the 
Book of Concord - 2nd edition, Copyright 2005, 2006 Concordia Publishing House 

 

 

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS:  

THE PREACHER & THE LITURGIST ......................................... Rev. Martin P. Measel 
THE ORGANIST ..........................................................................................Mark Steffens 

CHRIST LUTHERAN BRASS  .................................................... Carl Steffens – Trumpet 

ELDERS ON DUTY ........................................................................................ Joe Panzica 

USHERS ............................................................... Tim Drews – Captain, Bob Wolfanger,  

 .............................................................................................Don Mensinger, Harry Steffen 
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Sunday Mornings at 8:00 & 10:45 a.m. 
Midweek Advent Worship Services at  

1:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper 

the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday of each month. 
 

Bible Class Schedule: 
Sunday Morning at 9:30 a.m. 
Tuesday Evening at 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Morning at 9:30 a.m. 
Thursday Morning at 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

CChhrriisstt  EEvvaannggeelliiccaall  LLuutthheerraann  CChhuurrcchh  &&  SScchhooooll  

44333333  CClleevveellaanndd  AAvveennuuee,,  SStteevveennssvviillllee,,  MMII  4499112277  

PPhhoonnee::  ((226699))  442299--77222222  ––  CChhuurrcchh  ((226699))  442299--77111111  --  SScchhooooll  

wwwwww..cchhrriisstt--lluutthh..oorrgg  

CChhrriissttiiaann  DDaayy  SScchhooooll::  PPrreesscchhooooll  tthhrroouugghh  88tthh  ggrraaddee 
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Rev. Martin P. Measel, Pastor 

Home Phone:  (269) 932-4499 

mmeasel@christstevensville.com 

 

Church Office (269) 429-7222 

Christine Quardokus & Kristie Koehn  

Church Secretaries 

CLCOffice@christstevensville.com 

 

Neil Webb, Principal 

nwebb@christstevensville.com 

 

School Office (269) 429-7111 

Amy Cole  

School Secretary 

acole@christstevensville.com 

 

Mark Steffens, Director of Music 

Home Phone (269) 429-5487 

 

Prayer Team, Terri Gerken 

picklegirl6@gmail.com 

 

Stephen Ministry, Pat Jaeger 

Home Phone (269) 429-5300 

Patlj9743@gmail.com 

 

www.christ-luth.org 
Fax (269) 429-3788 

 


