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As We Gather
“Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” (Mt 6:21) Our hearts should be
directed to our true treasure – Christ. Our money should be directed toward it’s true
purpose – to love our neighbor.
“You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will
produce thanksgiving to God.” (2 Cor 9:11)

Opening Song

May The Peoples Praise You
You have called us out of darkest night
Into Your glorious light
That we may sing the wonders of
The risen Christ
May our every breath retell the grace
That broke into our strife
With boundless love and deepest joy
With endless life

May the peoples praise You
Let the nations be glad
All Your blessing comes
That we may praise
May praise the Name of Jesus
All the earth is Yours and all within
Each harvest is Your own
And from Your hand we give to You
To make Christ known
May the seeds of mercy grow in us
For those who have not heard
May songs of praise build lives of grace
To spread Your Word
This our holy privilege to declare
Your praises and Your name
To every nation tribe and tongue
Your church proclaim
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Holy Holy is the Lord Almighty
Worthy worthy is the Lamb who was slain
Holy Holy is the Lord Almighty
All creation praise Your glorious Name
REFRAIN

Confession and Absolution
Stand

Invocation
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C

Amen.
Matthew 28.19b; [18:20]

P

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
1 John 1:8-9

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.
P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
[John 20:19-23]

C Amen.
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Service of the Word
Song of Praise

Come Let’s Sing
Come, let’s sing, to the Rock of ages,
Worship Him, joyful and contagious;
Bring a song of glory to our God.
Come let’s bow, kneel before our maker,
praise Him now,
There is no one greater;
Bring a song of glory to our God.
He made the earth, the oceans wide,
the desert plains,
the mountain heights;
The heavens praise Him and His people cry:

O the Lord our
God is great, our God is King of all the earth.
Raise a shout, let praise ring out,
Our God is King of all the earth.
And now, if we hear His voice,
The sound of His glory reaching down,
Then with humble hearts we’ll turn towards Him,
Bow before Him.

Chorus
Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
O Lord, almighty and everlasting God, You have commanded us to pray and have
promised to hear us. Mercifully grant that Your Holy Spirit may direct and govern
our hearts in all things that we may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of
Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen
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Sit

Reading from the Book of Concord

An explanation of what we believe as Lutherans
The Augsburg Confession
Article III: The Son of God
1

Our churches teach that the Word, that is, the Son of God [John 1:14], assumed the
human nature in the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 2 So there are two natures—the
divine and the human—inseparably joined in one person. There is one Christ, true God
and true man, who was born of the Virgin Mary, truly suffered, was crucified, died, and
was buried. 3 He did this to reconcile the Father to us and to be a sacrifice, not only for
original guilt, but also for all actual sins of mankind [John 1:29].
4
He also descended into hell, and truly rose again on the third day. Afterward, He
ascended into heaven to sit at the right hand of the Father. There He forever reigns and
has dominion over all creatures. 5 He sanctifies those who believe in Him, by sending the
Holy Spirit into their hearts to rule, comfort, and make them alive. He defends them
against the devil and the power of sin.
6
The same Christ will openly come again to judge the living and the dead, and so forth,
according to the Apostles’ Creed.

Readings from Holy Scripture
Old Testament Lesson
Malachi 3:13–18
13“Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you say, ‘How have we
spoken against you?’ 14You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our
keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the LORD of hosts? 15And now
we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and
they escape.’”
16Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid attention
and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who feared
the LORD and esteemed his name. 17“They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the
day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his
son who serves him. 18Then once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous
and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve him.”
P This is the Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God.
Epistle Lesson
Colossians 1:13–20
13He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of
his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by him all
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him.
17And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18And he is the head of
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(Continued)

the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything
he might be preeminent. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making
peace by the blood of his cross.
P This is the Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Preparation for the Gospel
Alleluia, Lord
Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life! Alleluia!
Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 23rd chapter

Luke 23:27–43

C Glory to you, O Lord.
27There

followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of women who were
mourning and lamenting for him. 28But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of
Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29For
behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs
that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30Then they will begin to say to the
mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31For if they do these things when the
wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”
32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33And
when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them,
for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 35And the
people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let
him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36The soldiers also mocked
him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37and saying, “If you are the King of the
Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the
Jews.”
39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ?
Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are
receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42And he
said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43And he said to him,
“Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sit

Sermon Song

Sing to the King
Sing to the King Who is coming to reign.
Glory to Jesus, the Lamb that was slain.
Life and salvation His empire shall bring,
And joy to the nations, when Jesus is King.

Come, let us sing a song,
A song declaring that we belong to Jesus;
He is all we need.
Lift up a heart of praise,
Sing now with voices raised to Jesus;
Sing to the King.
For His returning we watch and we pray;
We will be ready the dawn of that day.
We’ll join in singing with all the redeemed,
‘Cause Satan is vanquished and Jesus is King.

CHORUS

Sermon

“They know not…”
Luke 23:27–43
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Apostles’ Creed

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He
will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Sit

Gathering of Our Tithes and Sacrificial Offerings
There will be no passing of the offering plates.
Please place your offering in the plates in the narthex.

Offertory

Thank You Lord
For all that You’ve done
I will thank You
For all that You’re going to do
For all that You’ve promised
And all that You are
Is all that has carried me through
Jesus I thank You
And I thank You thank You Lord
(And I thank You thank You Lord)
Thank You thank You Lord
(Thank You thank You)
Thank you for loving and setting me free
Thank you for giving Your life just for me
How I thank You
Jesus, I thank You.
Gratefully thank You.
Thank You.
Prayer of the Church
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Lord's Prayer

COur Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.
Closing

Every Nation
Ev’ry nation will sing your praise,
All creation will call your name;
Hosts of heaven join the song.
You are seated on the throne
Where lightning cracks and thunder rolls;
Mighty God we lift our praise.

Hallelujah,
Forever you will be
Lifted high above all other things.
Glorious Savior, Lord of Lords, King of Kings,
Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
Ev’ry tear will be wiped away,
No more mourning, death or pain,
The former things will pass away.
You are making all things new,
You are trustworthy and true;
Mighty God, we lift our praise.
CHORUS
And when all is said and done,
When Your kingdom’s reign has come,
And ev’ry knee is bowed to you,
In your city, God you’ll shine
With grace and mercy, love divine;
Mighty God, we lift our praise.
CHORUS

8

+ Silent Prayer +
Copyright Information CCLI License No. 655296
Let The Peoples Praise You David Zimmer | Ed Cash | Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty | Stuart Townend © 2016 Capitol CMG Paragon (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Music
Services, Inc.) Townend Songs (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI Song # 7063739
Come Let’s Sing: Copyright Words & Music Joel Payne/RESOUNDworship.org,
(administered by Jubilate Hymns Ltd) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI 7026971
Sing to the King:Billy J. Foote/Charles Silvester Horne 2003 sixsteps music
(administered by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI 4010902
Thank You Lord: Dennis Jernigan
577439
Every Nation:

1991 Shepherd’s Heart Music, Inc. (administered by PraiseCharts Publishing, Inc.) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All r ights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI

Adam Howard-RESOUNDworship.org. (administered by Jubilate Hymns Ltd) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI 5219719

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS:
THE PREACHER & THE LITURGIST ............................................. Rev. Martin P. Measel
CONTEMPORARY SONG LEADER ...............................................................Debbie Tietz
ELDER(S) ON DUTY ................................................................................... Denny Kern
ALTAR GUILD ..................................................................... Celeste Grau, Terry Steffens
USHERS .............................................................................. Bob Appelget, John Cooper
........................................................... Andrew Copi, Paul Jackemeyer, Ron Hungerford
Colossians 1:18a – “And he is the head of the body, the church.” We are part of the
Body of Christ; He is our Head. Where He goes, we follow. His thoughts direct our
actions. This is how the people of God learn how to give and why they give. Because
Jesus gives, indeed He gives all He has.

9

Addie Scheffler
Alli Wallace
Allee Bauer
Amanda Clark
Amee Mantei
Barbara Maul

Connie Schwanger
Dave Knuth
Don Jeschke
Don “Mick” Yeske
Faith Timm
Ferny Rantz

Jan Kalinas
Joan Shembarger
Joseph Klupp
Lee Yeske
Mark Russell

Miro Virsik
Nancy Duke
Nathan Gerken
Pat Jaeger
Susan Jackemeyer

Ada Green - friend of Mary Spaulding
Angie Chester - sister of Susan Jackemeyer
Al Miranda - grandfather of Aubrey Cochran
Cate Reed - granddaughter of Doris Beezley
Heather Hunnell - daughter of Barb Radde
Jackie Klepper - mother of Patty Allred
Karol Syring - daughter of Ken Vieregge
Kyle Brentana - family friend of Denise McClintock
Les Lamarre - friend & neighbor of Mary Spaulding
Lynn Beezley - daughter-in-law of Doris Beezley
Nancy Gerald – daughter of Gerry & Wilma Malinasky
Robert White - Father of David White
Paul Glick - grandson of Mark & Becky Russell
Sharon Oberhaus - mother of Susan Jackemeyer
Sandy Spaulding - daughter-in-law of Mary Spaulding
Sherry Orchard - sister-in-law of Susan Collins
Tom Loucks - father of Taylor Loucks
Veronica Wilkinson – mother of Cindy White

Our country, president, armed forces and all those who serve our country, including
Allison Blake, Luc Whitman – grandson of Don & Pat Hutter, James Vieregge, USMC –
grandson of Ken Vieregge, Joseph Schafer – nephew of Pastor Quardokus, Matt Weiss,
nephew of Fred & Jeanne Huff.
Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster in Prague, and Deaconess Caitlin Worden de Ramirez in
Peru.
Neil & Angela Web Family
Barbara Rodgers
Robert & Addie Scheffler

Guy & Elizabeth Arrans
Don & Arlene Frobel
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“REJOICE IN THE LORD AND BE GLAD”
May happiness fill our hearts as
we approach the throne of grace. If you are visiting, please
sign our guest book on the welcome center credenza, snag a visitor’s bag,
and visit us again!
(Psalm 32:11). Welcome!

The flowers on the altar today are dedicated to the glory of God,
In memory of Andrew Trieber.
Given by Dennis & Lyla Metz
FLOWER CHART – Consider honoring a family member or special occasion by
sponsoring Sunday altar flowers. The cost is $35.00. After church services, the bouquet
is delivered to a shut-in members or an individual on our prayer list. The new 2023
flower chart is now posted in the commons. Thank you!
Our service was recorded last Sunday and will air today.
This broadcast is dedicated to the glory of God,
In honor of Ron Bonczkowski’s 90th Birthday (11/11).
Given by his family.
RADIO SPONSORSHIP – Christ Lutheran records two radio broadcasts per month.
Consider sponsoring a broadcast for $150.00 to share with a family member or friend. Be
sure to sign-up in order to secure a specific date! Our Local Lutheran Worship Service
Broadcasts are on WSJM 106.1 FM on Sunday mornings from 9AM – 10AM. The
services can also be heard by visiting www.wsjmsports.com and clicking on listen live.
THE PRAYER OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN IS POWERFUL AND EFFECTIVE.
We remember the following Missionary in our prayers this week:
Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster serve the Lord as missionaries
through LCMS in Prague, Czech Republic. In this role, Dale
trains men to be pastors of the Lutheran Evangelical Church of
the Augsburg Confession in the Czech Republic. He also serves
as the pastor of an English-language Lutheran church in Prague,
which serves the LCMS Eurasia regional office staff and many
English-speaking expats living in Prague. Dale also assists the
regional chaplain with pastoral service to the LCMS
missionaries serving in the Silesian region of the Czech Republic. Pray for Dale and
Suzanne as they serve in the Czech Republic by asking God to give Dale strength and
knowledge daily as he mentors men for the ministry and serves the congregation in
Prague. Pray for the men receiving Dale’s instruction; that their hearts and minds are
open to God’s instruction. Ask God to help them grow to become faithful and
compassionate undershepherds serving His children.
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THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS WITH PASTOR QUARDOKUS - Bible
class led by Pastor Quardokus held on Thursday mornings at 10:00AM.
TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY - The midweek bible study this year
will be the Gospel of John as it soars with rich theological insight, enigmatic sayings, and
signs and controversies of Jesus as the messiah. Classes are held on Tuesdays at
7:00PM and Wednesdays at 9:30AM.
SHARING JESUS’ LOVE IN INDIA — $100,000 - Lutheran Braille Workers is the
world’s largest non-profit producer of braille, specialized large print, and audio Christian
materials. They have provided braille Bibles to India for over 40 years. To better serve the
blind and visually impaired people of India with Bibles written in English, Malayalam,
and other languages needed in the country, a new production and distribution center is
being built in India. Mite offerings will help purchase printing supplies and provide
training for staff. For more information, go to www.lwml.org/2021-2023-mission-grant-19.
THE CLS CHRISTMAS BAZAAR IS AROUND THE
CORNER! The Bazaar will be held on December 9th. We will need
helpers for wrapping presents, assisting younger children to shop, and
cashiers! Please contact Terri Gerken (269-277-8769) or Carol Matheny
(269-470-0531).

CHRISTMAS COOKIES – It’s Ladies League Christmas Cookie Sale time! Cookies
are $5.00 per box (approximately 12oz). All proceeds will go toward new communion
ware for our church. Please place orders in the designated box in the commons area by
Sunday, November 27th. Cookies will be ready for pick-up on Sunday, December 4th,
after both services. Thank you!
LADIES LEAGUE BRUNCH – Please join us for the Ladies League Advent Brunch on
Saturday, December 10 at 10:30 a.m. Keep an eye out for our RSVP board in the
commons. See you there!
THANKSGIVING BASKETS! The youth group is collecting food to distribute to those
in need in both our congregation and community. Thrivent will purchase turkeys
and perishables via an Action Grant, to supplement non-perishable donations. Place
donations in the designated area in the Commons by November 20.
SOUP TO-GO – Due to the change in time for the mid-week Advent services, we can no
longer offer a sit-down meal, BUT we are offering the next best thing…SOUP TO-GO!
Each week, after the 1pm Advent service, Soup To-Go bags will be available. Each bag is
a single serve as it contains a card, soup, and a sweet. Donations will go toward the
purchase of new Communion Ware.
FALL CLEAN UP – Join us Saturday, December 3rd at 9am for fall clean up! Please
bring your rakes, shovels, and/or any other gardening tools (a gas-powered blower would
be great!). Feel free to bring your children, your spouse, a neighbor, and a friend!
NEW COMMUNION WARE – The Ladies League and Altar Guild are planning on
buying new communion ware. The cost is about $10k. We still need $8k. If you want to
donate to this cause, please place your donation in the collection plate, specifying
communion ware or bring it to the church office. Thank you!
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HELP US LIGHT UP THE NIGHT...AGAIN! – It’s time
to start the festivities! We invite families to "adopt" &
decorate a tree on the school property. We have strings of
lights for your use, extension cords, light hanging extension
poles and a ladder if needed. All we need from you is 30
minutes of your time to lend a helping hand. We will be
recording the school children singing Christmas carols that
will play over the radio for everyone to enjoy while driving through the property enjoying
lights. We don’t need any lights, just your helping hands. If you are able to help light up
the night, please contact Jeff Harris (269- 930-2199).
SAVE THE DATE – 50+ ANNUAL CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON! –
Mark your calendars for December 16th at noon in the all purpose
room. Make your reservations prior to Monday, December 12 to
Debbie and Dean Tietz 269-369-4976 or Kristie in the Church office
269-429-7222. When you sign up you will be asked what type of dish
you intend to bring.
SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE – Parents, please be sure to stop by and sign your students

in before Sunday School begins so Mr. Matheny knows whether you are staying in the
building or simply dropping off your child. If you are dropping off, please confirm your
contact information in case of an emergency. After class, please pick up your child from
the Media Center classroom; Mr. Matheny only releases students when their parent or
guardian comes to pick them up. If you have any questions, please email
sundayschool@christstevensville.com. Thank you!
FALL CLEAN UP – Join us Saturday, December 3rd at 9am for fall clean up! Please bring

your rakes, shovels, and/or any other gardening tools (a gas-powered blower would be
great!). Feel free to bring your children, your spouse, a neighbor, and a friend!
IT’S LUTHERAN WITNESS TIME! – This is the time of year that we as a
congregation have the opportunity to order or renew subscriptions of The Lutheran
Witness (LW), the official periodical of LCMS. Published 11 times a year, LW provides
Missouri Synod laypeople with stories and information that complement congregational
life, foster personal growth in faith, and help interpret the contemporary world from a
Lutheran Christian perspective. It is a wonderful publication and a voice for the Gospel in
each home. Each issue of LW includes the Michigan In Touch (michiganintouch.com)
supplement. There is no extra cost to the subscriber. The supplement is automatically
inserted into each issue of those who subscribe through the District Office renewal
process. The subscription year is March 2023 through February 2024 for
$12.00/year. Please fill out the insert and return to the office with your check (or cash)
made payable to Christ Lutheran Church. Thank you! Subscriptions due Sunday,
December 11.
SHARING CHRISTMAS GREETINGS! – A list of names of our
shut-in members is available in the commons area. Write notes
and cards and return to church by Sunday, December 11. Ladies
League will deliver them for you. Thank you for reaching out to
our Brothers and Sisters in Christ!
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Rev. Martin P. Measel, Pastor
Home Phone: (269) 932-4499
mmeasel@christstevensville.com
Church Office (269) 429-7222
Kristie Koehn, Church Secretary
CLCOffice@christstevensville.com
Neil Webb, Principal
nwebb@christstevensville.com
School Office (269) 429-7111
Amy Cole, School Secretary
acole@christstevensville.com
Mark Steffens, Director of Music
Home Phone (269) 429-5487
Prayer Team, Terri Gerken
picklegirl6@gmail.com
Stephen Ministry, Pat Jaeger
Home Phone (269) 429-5300
Patlj9743@gmail.com

www.christ-luth.org
Text Phone 269-588-4800
Fax (269) 429-3788
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