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2023 

New Year’s Day 
As We Gather  

Lord Jesus, precious Savior, as I embark on this New Year in Your name, hold me by 

the hand and lead me from day to day, protecting me from all dangers of body and soul. 

Shield me from the temptations of sin and remove every doubtful thought from my 

mind. Let not the worries and fears of the future rob me of that peace of mind which is 

mine through Your sacrifice on Calvary. Order my footsteps in the paths of 

righteousness, and keep me in Your grace to life everlasting for Your name’s sake. 

Amen   (My Prayer Book (CPH, 1957)) 
 
Prelude 

“When Came in Flesh the Incarnate Word” .......................................... Christus Choir 
 

Soloist, Recorder | Jennifer Steffens     Violin | Beth Oeseburg     Cello | Jeff Oeseburg 
 

When came in flesh th’ incarnate Word,  
The heedless world slept on  
And only shepherds heard  
That God had sent His Son. 

 

So shall the pure of heart be blessed, 
As mild He comes to them, 
As when on Mary’s breast  

He lay at Bethlehem. 
 

Dwell in our hearts, O Savior blest; 
So shall Thine advent’s dawn 
‘Twixt us and Thee, our Guest, 

Be but the veil withdrawn. 
 

“How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” ................................................... Hymn 524 
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5 How weak the effort of my heart, 

    How cold my warmest thought! 

But when I see Thee as Thou art, 

    I’ll praise Thee as I ought. 

  
Text (sts. 1–6) and Music: Public domain 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

C to sing praise to your name, O most High; 
 

P to herald your love in the morning, 

C your truth at the close of the day. 
 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins 
 

 

P As we come to the Lord at the close of another year, let us seek His grace to 

number our days, that we may apply our hearts to wisdom as we confess our sins in 

penitence and faith.  
 

C Merciful Father, this has been another year of sin. We have grieved Your 

heart with our rebellion in thought, word, and deed. We have failed to lead 

lives worthy of our calling. We have not done the good things required of 

us in Your commandments. We ask Your forgiveness in the name of Jesus, 

Your only Son, who died for our sins. We ask Your Holy Spirit's help in 

the year now beginning to be more like You would have us to be. 
 

6 Till then I would Thy love proclaim 

    With ev’ry fleeting breath; 

And may the music of Thy name 

    Refresh my soul in death! 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins that you may enter the New Year freed from sin, death 

and the devil. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit 

 

 

 

 

P   May all who seek you rejoice and be | glad;* 

       may those who love your salvation say continually, “Great | is the LORD!” 
C   Sacrifice and offering you have not desired, but you have given me an | open ear.* 

       Burnt offering and sin offering you have | not required. 
P    Then I said, “Behold, | I have come;* 

        in the scroll of the book it is writ- | ten of me: 

C   I desire to do your will, | O my God;* 

        your law is with- | in my heart.” 

        Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

        and to the Holy | Spirit; 

        as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

        is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
P    May all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you;* 

        may those who love your salvation say continually, “Great | is the LORD!”. 
 

Kyrie 
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Gloria in Excelsis  
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 
 Lord God, You made Your beloved Son, our Savior, subject to the Law and 

caused Him to shed His blood on our behalf. Grant us the true circumcision of the 

Spirit that our hearts may be pure from all sins; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C   Amen 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading  Numbers 6:22–27 
 

22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 23“Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, 

Thus you shall bless the people of Israel: you shall say to them, 
24The LORD bless you and keep you; 
25the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 
 

27“So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.” 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual 

P    This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 

C   after those days, declares the Lord: 
P    I will put my laws into their minds, 

C   and write them on their hearts. 
P    I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

C  I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more. 
 Heb. 8:10; 10:17 
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Epistle Reading  Galatians 3:23–29 
 

23Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until 

the coming faith would be revealed. 24So then, the law was our guardian until Christ 

came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 25But now that faith has come, we are 

no longer under a guardian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 
27For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28There is neither 

Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you 

are all one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, 

heirs according to promise. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P Alleluia.  She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus,  

C for he will save his people from their sins.  Alleluia. 
Matthew 1:21 

Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:21 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

21And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, 

the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

Sit 
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“Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love” ............................................................... Hymn 900 

 

 
  

5 Jesus! Only name that’s giv’n 

Under all the mighty heav’n 

Whereby those to sin enslaved 

Burst their fetters and are saved. 
   
Text (sts. 1–6) and Music: Public domain 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

6 Jesus! Name of wondrous love, 

Human name of God above; 

Pleading only this, we flee 

Helpless, O our God, to Thee. 

 

Sermon  

“The Name of Jesus” 
Luke 2:21 
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Stand 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

 C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible.   

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made;                                                              

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end.    

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

(You may be seated if necessary.) 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Sit 
 

Gathering of Our Tithes and Sacrificial Offerings 
There will be no passing of the offering plates. 

Please place your offering in the plates in the narthex. 
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Offertory 

“See Amid the Winter’s Snow”................................................................... Carl Schalk 
[Choir] 

See amid the winter’s snow,  

born for us on earth below; 

see the tender Lamb appears, 

promised from eternal years: 

Hail thou ever blessed morn; 

hail, redemption’s happy dawn; 

sing through all Jerusalem, 

Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
 

[Congregation] 

Lo, within a manger lies 

he who built the starry skies; 

he who, throned in height sublime, 

sits amid the cherubim: 

Hail thou ever blessed morn; 

hail, redemption’s happy dawn; 
sing through all Jerusalem, 

Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
 

[Choir] 

Say, ye holy shepherds, say 

what your joyful news today; 

wherefore have ye left your sheep 

on the lonely mountain steep? 

Hail thou ever blessed morn; 

hail, redemption’s happy dawn; 

sing through all Jerusalem, 

Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
 

[Congregation] 

As we watched at dead of night, 

lo, we saw a wondrous light; 

angels singing “Peace on earth” 

told us of the Savior’s birth: 

Hail thou ever blessed morn; 
hail, redemption’s happy dawn; 

sing through all Jerusalem, 

Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
 

 

 

 

 (Continued) 
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[Choir] 

Sacred infant, all divine, 

what a tender love was thine, 

thus to come from highest bliss 

down to such a world as this: 

Hail thou ever blessed morn; 

hail, redemption’s happy dawn; 

sing through all Jerusalem, 

Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
 

[Congregation] 

Teach, O teach us, Holy Child, 

by thy face so meek and mild, 

teach us to resemble thee, 

in thy sweet humility: 

Hail thou ever blessed morn; 
hail, redemption’s happy dawn; 

sing through all Jerusalem, 

Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
(Please see our Communion Statement in the announcements on Page 17.) 

 

Stand 

 
Preface 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give  

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised 

Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling 

sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He 

comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, ever more praising 

You and saying: 

 
Sanctus 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

Lord's Prayer 
  

C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

 

Pax Domini 

 

 
 

 
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom  

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be  

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the  

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.   
 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His  

body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together,  

we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast  

of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 

and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the  

Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

 had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is  

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He  

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in  

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you  

drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
  

Distribution Hymn 

“O Sing of Christ”.................................................................................................... Hymn 362 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Text (sts. 1–4): © 1996 Stephen P. Starke Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, number 100010787. 

Music: Public domain 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 



15 

“My Weary Spirit Braces Now” ........................................................................ J.S. Bach 
Soloist | Jennifer Steffens 

Take courage, my weak spirit 

And endure great desire 

Joyfully to embrace 

A little child who is called Father! 

This is the night in which he came 

And took on human form 

So That he might take the world 

Faithfully as his bride. 
 

Stand 
 

Post-Communion Canticle 

Thank the Lord 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

P Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes 

down from above, that Your Word may not be bound but have free course and be 

preached to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith we 

may serve You and, in the confession of Your name, abide unto the end; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Benediction 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Closing Hymn 
“Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year” ............................................................. Hymn 896 

 

 

 
  
6 “All glory be to God on high, 

And peace on earth!” the angels cry. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace 

Another year of grace. 

  

  
Text (sts. 1–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, number 100010787. 

Music: © 1990 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, number 100010787. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

7 ∆ God, Father, Son, and Spirit, hear! 

To all our pleas incline Your ear; 

Upon our lives rich blessing trace 

In this new year of grace. 
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+ Silent Prayer + 
 

 
All scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News 

Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS:  

THE PREACHER & THE LITURGIST ............................................. Rev. Martin P. Measel 

THE ORGANIST ........................................................................................ Mark Steffens 

CHOIR ............................................................................................................... Christus 

ELDER(S) ON DUTY ...................................................  Mike Jackemeyer, Delmar Lange 

ALTAR GUILD ....................................................................... Deb Appelget, Laura Geyer 

USHERS ............................................ Tom Drews, Co-Captain, Tim Drews, Co-Captain, 

 ............................................................................................................... Bob Wolfanger 
 

THE LORD'S SUPPER is celebrated in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our 
Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His very body and blood (Matthew 26:26-28) 

to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside 
any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 
until He comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily do so to 

their own detriment (1 Corinthians 11:28-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith 
which is confessed at this altar, (1 Corinthians 10:16-18) any whom are not members, not yet 

instructed, or whom hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked to first speak with the 

pastor. 
 

 

THE FRONT PEW ON THE LEFT SIDE OF THE SANCTUARY is reserved during communion 
services for those whom have physical difficulty approaching the altar for communion. 

Communion services are held the second and fourth Sunday of each month. Please be seated in 
this pew if you want the pastor to bring you communion. 
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Rev. Martin P. Measel, Pastor 

Home Phone:  (269) 932-4499 

mmeasel@christstevensville.com 

 

Church Office (269) 429-7222 

Kristie Koehn, Church Secretary 

CLCOffice@christstevensville.com 

 

Neil Webb, Principal 

nwebb@christstevensville.com 

 

School Office (269) 429-7111 

Amy Cole, School Secretary 

acole@christstevensville.com 

 

Mark Steffens, Director of Music 

Home Phone (269) 429-5487 

 

Prayer Team, Terri Gerken 

picklegirl6@gmail.com 

 

Stephen Ministry, Pat Jaeger 

Home Phone (269) 429-5300 

Patlj9743@gmail.com 
 

www.christ-luth.org 
Text Phone 269-588-4800 

Fax (269) 429-3788 


