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The Third Sunday in Advent 

 

As We Gather 

When God comes to save, everything changes—joyfully. Isaiah writes that it would be like 

the desert turning green or as people’s lives being turned around. When Jesus came, for 

many who were blind, deaf, and leprous, everything changed in an instant as they were 

healed. We were certainly changed when God adopted us as His children in our Baptism. 

Now we are changed, completely forgiven, as Christ comes in the Lord’s Supper. In our joy 

we can wait patiently, as James encourages in the Epistle. We know that when our Lord 

returns, though He will come as Judge, Isaiah promised, “He will come and save you.” 

Saved from sin, death, and the devil: that changes everything! 
 

Prelude 

“E’en So Lord Jesus, Quickly Come” (Paul Manz) ................................................... Christus 

Peace be to you and grace from him 
Who freed us from our sins, 

Who loved us all and shed his blood 
That we might saved be. 

Sing holy, holy to our Lord, 
The Lord, Almighty God, 

Who was and is and is to come; 
Sing holy, holy, Lord!  

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, 
Rejoice on earth, ye saints below, 

For Christ is coming, is coming soon, 
For Christ is coming soon! 

E’en so, Lord Jesus quickly come,  
And night shall be no more; 

They need no light nor lamp nor sun, 
For Christ will be their All! 

 

Opening Hymn 

“Grant Peace, We Pray, in Mercy, Lord” ............................................................ Hymn 777 

 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church                                                  Stevensville, MI 
Sunday, December 14, 2025                                                             @ 8AM & 10:45AM              
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Text: Latin, c. 6th cent.; adapt. Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Laudamus, 1952, Hannover 

Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809–47 
Text: © Lutheran World Federation. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002731 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 
 
 

 

Invocation 
 

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.                                                                                    

                          
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.                              
                                                                                                                          1 John 1:8-9 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 

Matthew 28.19b; [18:20] 

C Amen. 

 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
                                                                                                                   [John 20:19-23] 
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Service of the Word 
 
 

 
 

THE THIRD CANDLE 
 

P As we light the third candle on our Advent wreath, we rejoice that God chose to send 

forth His only-begotten son to become fully man, born of the virgin and under the 

Law to redeem us and the world so that we may receive adoption into the family of 

God through faith.  May the Lord use this Advent time to lighten the burdens of our 

hearts as we prepare for the Savior of the Nations to come. 
 

C     Before the dawning day 
      Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 
      The sinful self be put away, 
      The new self now put on.  
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit  

 
P   Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 

       again I will say, | Rejoice. 

C  I will hope con- | tinually* 

      and will praise you yet | more and more. 
P   My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of salvation | all the day,* 

       for their number is past my | knowledge. 

C  With the mighty deeds of the Lord God | I will come;* 

     I will remind them of your righteousness, | yours alone. 
P   O God, from my youth you have | taught me,* 

       and I still proclaim your | wondrous deeds. 

C  So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not for- | sake me,* 

     until I proclaim your might to another generation, your power to all | those to come. 

      Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

      and to the Holy | Spirit; 

      as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

      is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
P   Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 

       again I will say, | Rejoice. 
 

Ps. 71:14-18, antiphon: Phil. 4:4 
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Kyrie 
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Salutation 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

Collect of the Day 

P  Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the 

darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

Reading from the Book of Concord 
An explanation of what we believe as Lutherans 

Apology of the Augsburg Confession,  

Article IV, 80, 81 

Christ is not received as a Mediator except by faith.  Therefore, by faith alone we 

receive forgiveness of sins when we comfort our hearts with confidence in the mercy 

promised for Christ’s sake.  Likewise, Paul says in Romans 5:2, “Through Him we have 

also obtained access” and adds, “by faith.” Therefore, we are reconciled to the Father and 

receive forgiveness of sins when we are comforted with confidence in the mercy promised 

for Christ’s sake. 

 

Readings from Holy Scripture 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 35:1–10 
 

        1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 

        the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 
        2it shall blossom abundantly 

        and rejoice with joy and singing. 

      The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

        the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

      They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

        the majesty of our God.   

        3Strengthen the weak hands, 

        and make firm the feeble knees. 
        4Say to those who have an anxious heart, 

        “Be strong; fear not! 

      Behold, your God 

        will come with vengeance, 

      with the recompense of God. 

        He will come and save you.” 
  

        5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

        and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
        6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 

        and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 
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      For waters break forth in the wilderness, 

        and streams in the desert; 
        7the burning sand shall become a pool, 

        and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

      in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, 

        the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
  

        8And a highway shall be there, 

        and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 

      the unclean shall not pass over it. 

        It shall belong to those who walk on the way; 

        even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 
        9No lion shall be there, 

        nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

      they shall not be found there, 

        but the redeemed shall walk there. 
        10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 

        and come to Zion with singing; 

      everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

        they shall obtain gladness and joy, 

        and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gradual 

“Psalm 146” (Henry V. Gerike) ..................................................................................... Christus 

Praise | the Lord!* Praise the Lord, | O my soul! 
I will praise the Lord as long | as I live;* 

I will sing praises to my God while I have my | being. 
Put not your trust in | princes,* in a son of man, in whom there is no sal- | vation. 

When his breath departs he returns | to the earth;* on that very day his plans | perish. 
Blessed is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,* whose hope is in the | Lord his God, 

who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is | in them,* 
who keeps faith for- | ever; 

who executes justice for | the oppressed,* who gives food to the | hungry. 
 I will praise the Lord as long as I live;  

I will sing praises to my God while I have my being, 
while I have my being. 

 

The Lord sets the | pris’ners free;* the Lord opens the eyes | of the blind 
The Lord lifts up those who are | bowed down;* the Lord loves the | righteous. 

The Lord watches over the sojourners; He upholds the widow and the | fatherless,* 
but the way of the wicked He brings to | ruin. 

 The Lord will reign for- | ever,* your God, O Zion, to all generations. | Priase the Lord! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
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Epistle Reading    James 5:7–11 
 

7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for 

the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late 

rains. 8You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 
9Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the 

Judge is standing at the door. 10As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the 

prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11Behold, we consider those blessed who 

remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the 

purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

“Alleluia Verse” (Mark Steffens)  .................................................................................... Christus 

Behold, Behold, I send my messenger before your face 
who will prepare your face before you. 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2–15 
 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord.   

 2Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his 

disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 
4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive 

their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised 

up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 6 And blessed is the one who is not 

offended by me.” 

      7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did 

you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go 

out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in 

kings’ houses. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than 

a prophet. 10This is he of whom it is written,   

       “‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

        who will prepare your way before you.’   

11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John 

the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12From the 

days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the 

violent take it by force. 13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and if 

you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has ears to hear, let him 

hear. 
 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day 

“Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” ................................................................. Hymn 345 

 

 

 
 
 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

“Does John Have Doubt?” 
Matthew 11:2–15  

 

Stand 
 

Choir 
C 

Choir 
C 
C 
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Nicene Creed 
 

 C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible.   

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made;                                                                  

  who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end.  
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 

Prayer of the Church | You may be seated if necessary. 
 

 

Sit 
       

       Gathering of Our Tithes and Sacrificial Offerings 
                              There will be no passing of the offering plates. 

                       Please place your offering in the plates in the narthex. 

                          Scan the QR code to set-up automatic giving 
 

 

(Continued) 
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Offertory 

“What Shall I Render” .............................................................................................. LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
(Please see our Communion Statement in the announcements on Page 16.) 

 

Stand 
 

Preface 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, 

the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to 

repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again 

in the glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

 

 

 

Lord's Prayer 
 

 

C   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

 

 

Pax Domini 

 

 
 

 

 

P 
 

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin 

and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us 

by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.   
 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather 

us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

 had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is  

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Sit 
  

Distribution Hymn 

“Once He Came in Blessing” ............................................................................... Hymn 333 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006 
Tune: Michael Weisse, c. 1480–1534 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002731 

Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

 

Post-Communion Canticle 

Nunc Dimittis  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

P O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness 

sent Your only begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You 

have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake 

Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we 

may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

 
 

C Amen. 
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Benediction 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Hymn 

“Herald, Sound the Note of Judgment” ............................................................. Hymn 511 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Text: Moir A. J. Waters, 1906–80 
Tune: David McCarthy, 1931 

Text: © 1977 Moir A. J. Waters. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002731 
Tune: © 1975 Stainer & Bell Ltd, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002731 

 
 

+ Silent Prayer + 
 



16 

 
All scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. Reading from the book of Concord is from Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions-A Readers Edition of the Book 
of Concord - 2nd edition, Copyright 2005, 2006 Concordia Publishing House 
 

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS:  

THE PREACHER & THE LITURGIST .......................................... Rev. Martin P. Measel 

THE ORGANIST .................................................................................... Mark Steffens 

THE CHOIR .................................................................................................... Christus 
ELDER(S) ON DUTY (8AM | 10:45AM) ........  Andrew Gerken, Delmar Lange | Jeff Oeseburg, Phil Cole 

ALTAR GUILD ................................................................. Terry Steffens, Celeste Grau 

USHERS (8AM) ..................................................... Mike Smith – Captain, Bob Brunke,  

 ........................................................... Chuck Schwanger, Dave Radtke, Tom Watson 

USHERS (10:45AM) ...................... Jeff Oeseburg – Captain, Isaiah Webb, Jacob Webb 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Isaiah 35:4 – “Say to those who have an anxious heart, ‘Be strong; fear not! 

Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will 

come and save you.’” The return of our Lord at the Last Day is a cause of joy and 

anticipation for us believers. We know our Lord and His love, and we look forward to 

His Second Advent. Indeed, how we live our lives here and now flows from our 

certain hope of resurrection and eternal life. 
 

THE LORD'S SUPPER is celebrated in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord 
gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His very body and blood (Matthew 26:26-28) to eat and 

to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our 
Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to 
forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily do so to their own detriment (1 

Corinthians 11:28-30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed at this 
altar, (1 Corinthians 10:16-18) any whom are not members, not yet instructed, or whom hold a 

confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet 
desire to receive the sacrament, are asked to first speak with the pastor. 

 
 
 

THE FRONT PEW ON THE LEFT SIDE OF THE SANCTUARY is reserved during communion 
services for those whom have physical difficulty approaching the altar for communion. Communion 
services are held the second and fourth Sunday of each month. Please be seated in this pew if you 

want the pastor to bring you communion. 
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Amee Mantei Eleanor Hoge Klaus Nixdorf
Andrea Nystuen Faith Timm Nancy Duke

Barbara Maul Ferny Rantz Norma Priebe
Barb Rodgers Ginny Drews Ralph Dinges 

Connie Schwanger Jacob Webb Rich Wandel 
Dave Knuth Jean Keehn Susan Jackemeyer 

Joseph Klupp Ted Froelich 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our country, president, armed forces and all those who serve our country, including Allison 
Blake, James Vieregge USMC, Joseph Schafer – nephew of Pastor Quardokus, Matt Weiss, 

nephew of Fred & Jeanne Huff, Ethan Rieck – nephew of David & Laura Geyer.  
Seminarian Matthew Machemer – grandson of Ellen Machemer. 

 

Jana Inglehart in the Dominican Republic and Jason & Emily Groth in Belize. 

              

               
 

 

Robert & Rachel Ellison 

Julie Flood 

Christopher & Kayla Frank 

Michael & Lora Freehling Family 

Carla Frischkorn 

Don & Arlene Frobel 

 

Addie Horstman -  sister of Mary Spaulding 
Allee Bauer -  granddaughter of Keith & Debbie Yeske 
Ann Rausch -  mother-in-law of Vicki Rausch 
Austin Arndt -  grandson of Linda Steinke 
Barb Lange -  friend of Thelma Szoke 
Carl Pagel -  brother of Joyce Totzke 
Chris Watson -  son of Tom Watson 
Christian Myers -  son of friend of Thelma Szoke 
Erin Sage -  friend of Thelma Szoke 
Ethan White -  friend of Elliot Measel 
Grant Plath -  friend of Joann Ciboch 
Heidi Bowie -  daughter of Irene Klupp 
Jenny, Micah & Elijah Krupp –  daughter & grandsons 
 of Mike & Susan Jackemeyer 

 

 

 

   Joe Lhotka -  Judy Jackemeyer’s grandson 
   Karol Syring  -  daughter of Ken Vieregge 
   Liam Pugh -  grandson of Paula Benner 
Lissa Dehring -  niece of Joyce Totzke 
Matt Jones -  friend of Chad Hartman 
Mark Trulove – friend of Sue Collins  
Mike Szoke – nephew of Thelma Szoke  
Nancy Gerald – daughter of Jerry & Wilma Malinasky 
Phil Oberhaus -  brother of Susan Jackemeyer 
Reece Clark -  grandson of Walt & Diane Clark 
Ron Szweda – brother of Kathryn Robinson 
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The time draws near to celebrate our Savior’s birth! Welcome to            

worship, which is part of our preparation. It’s good to be here 

together. If you are visiting, please sign our guest book located on the 
welcome center desk. 

 

FLOWER CHART – You have the opportunity to sponsor altar flowers by adding your 
name to the flower chart located in the commons. Consider honoring a family member or 
special occasion by sponsoring Sunday altar flowers ($40). After church services, the 
bouquet is delivered to a shut-in members or individuals on our prayer list. 
 

RADIO SPONSORSHIP – Christ Lutheran records two radio broadcasts per month.  
Consider sponsoring a broadcast for $150.00 to share with a family member or friend. Be 
sure to sign-up in order to secure a specific date! Our Local Lutheran Worship Service 
Broadcasts are now on WSJM 94.9 FM on Sunday mornings from 8AM – 9AM. The 
services can also be heard by visiting www.wsjmsports.com and clicking on listen live. 

 
 
 

 

Our service is being recorded today and will air next Sunday. 
This broadcast is dedicated to the glory of God, 

In loving memory of Mel Machemer. 
Given by Ellen Machemer 

 
 

 

 

THE PRAYER OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN IS POWERFUL AND EFFECTIVE. 
 

We remember the following Missionary in our prayers this week: 
 

Jana Inglehart (West Monroe, LA) serves the Lord through the 
LCMS as the regional communication specialist for the Latin 
America and Caribbean region, based in the Dominican 
Republic. In this missionary role, she assists national churches 
and missionary pastors in church planting through the 
provision of media tools they can use to give witness to the 
Gospel. She works with pastors to create visual aids and 
written materials to help the laity grow in God’s Word. Jana is 

also helping to establish a lay Bible vocation-based online institute for individuals who 
have little or no access to a trained pastor or evangelist. She provides technical support 
and assistance to four seminaries to help them promote their teachings online which, in 
turn, greatly multiplies the number of people who can be reached with sound Biblical 
teaching. Another facet of Jana’s work is taking photographs and shooting videos of the 
mission work taking place in this region, as well as writing and editing articles for LCMS 
print media, websites and blog sites. These tasks help to spread the word about what God 
is doing through His people in Latin America and the Caribbean. Jana enjoys hiking, 
bicycling, swimming, writing and graphic design. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL TOPIC THIS WEEK [Lesson 13] – Today’s lesson, “A King Forever,” looks 
forward to our forever King, Jesus. God sends Samuel to anoint the next king of Israel, 
with the reminder, “The Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). God rejects each of Jesse’s 
sons, so Samuel sends for the youngest, David, who God has chosen to become the 
greatest king of Israel. Surviving Saul’s insane jealousy, David becomes king and 
establishes Jerusalem as his stronghold. As a family, talk about how God used David to 
unite His people and how Jesus will unite all believers. Christmas activity bags available in 
the back of the church! 
 

LAKESHORE HIGH SCHOOL CHRISTMAS CHOIR CONCERT – The Lakeshore High School 
Choir chose our sanctuary for its’ acoustics to accentuate their beautiful sound. Join us 
Tuesday, December 16th at 7pm for more Christmas cheer! 
 

OUR SEMINARIAN – Please join Ladies League in blessing our Seminarian, Matthew 
Machemer (grandson of Ellen Machemer). There will be a basket in the narthex to add your 
contribution to bless Matthew and his family this Christmas. Thank you! 
 

COOKIE ORDER PICK-UP – Pick-up cookie orders in between services only! (Please 
disregard previous remarks about 3-5pm pick-up because that was incorrect!). 
 

SHARING CHRISTMAS GREETINGS! – Pick up the list of names from the commons area, 
write out cards to cheer our shut-in members and return to the same basket by Sunday, 
December 14th. No postage necessary! Ladies League will deliver the cards for you.  
JAM SALES -  Do you need gift ideas? Don’t forget to check out Fellowship’s wonderful 
selection of jams available for purchase in the commons. 
 

RAISERIGHT GIFT CARDS – What do you give to those who don’t know what he or she 
wants this holiday season?! Gift cards of course! Raiseright (formerly Scrip) gift cards are 
available for purchase in the church office. Special orders need to be placed by Monday, 
December 16th. 
 

GIVING TREE – Don’t forget to take a peek at the Giving Tree in the church commons! This 
is a wonderful opportunity to bless the teachers and staff this Christmas Season. Thank 
you! 
 

STAFF GIFTS – This is the time of year to bless our staff for all that they do! Please 
consider making a monetary contribution as a “Thank you” to our church and school staff 
for their hard work in 2025. Contributions can be placed in the offering plate or dropped 
off in the church office. Thank you! – Board of Stewardship 
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Rev. Martin P. Measel, Pastor 
(269) 429-7222 ext. 112 

mmeasel@christstevensville.com 
 

Church Office (269) 429-7222 

Kristie Koehn, Church Secretary 

CLCOffice@christstevensville.com 
 

Neil Webb, Principal 

principal@christstevensville.com 
 

School Office (269) 429-7111 

Amy Cole, School Secretary 

crusaders@christstevensville.com 
 

Mark Steffens, Director of Music 
Home Phone (269) 429-5487 

 

Prayer Team, Terri Gerken 

picklegirl6@gmail.com 
 

www.christ-luth.org 
Text Phone 269-588-4800 


